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THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

RELIGION

AND POLITICS.

THE SEVENTEENTH RULE.

DISCUSSION THEREON.

On Aueust 27th, 1868, at a meeting
of the School board, all the members
of the Board of Education ot the Can-
ton Union School being present, on
motion, *“Louis Schaeler, heretofore
appointed to draw up new rulesor
revise the old rulds governing the
school, was instructed to ecomplete
the sume and report to the next meet-
ing of this Board.”

On the 81st of August, 1568, DMr-
Scheefer reported a code of new rules
to the Board, which was on that day
unsnimously adopted, among which
Raule 17th,on **Religion and Politles,”
reaids as follows :

EEVENTEENTH RULE.

The parents and the guardians of
the scholars, and also the scholars of
our Puablie Schools being composed of
many different sects, denominations
and creeds, conflieting with each oth-
er in opinion on these tender and im-

»artant subjects ; and as thesplrit and
lnlumion of our school laws are ad-
verse to the introduction, either di-
rectly or indirectly, of any religious
or political dogmuas or views, the
same are, therefore, left, as they sho'd
be, outside of the School Room, and
are not allowed by the Board., Such
exercise, therefore, in whatever form,
or under whatever pretences the same
may be introduced or attempted to be
introduced in any or either depart.
ment of saigd school, shall subject the
parly so attempting to introduce the
same, to immediate removal. Each
Teacher, however, is required, atthe
opening of the school ia the fore and
afternoon of each school day, {n a
short lecture, not exceeding three
minutes in its delivery, to urge upon
the pupils the necessity and Impor-
tance of obadieace to Teachers, appli-
cation to study, respectiul conduct to
citizens, with such olher suitable re-
marks not in conflict with the forego-
Ing, calculated to impress upon their
minds such moral precepts and prin-
ciples requisite to constitute a person
a worthy member of society, and the
Jjust and impartial precepl of permit-
ting each puplil to *worship hisor her
God according to the dictates of hisor
her own consclence,”” shall be preserv-
ed and maintained inviolate in all the
departments of our Publie School.

THE PASTORS' ADDRESS,

On September 29th, 1868, Rev. E.
Buckingham and Rey. SB. Gorman
appeared before the Board and pre-
sented the following two resolutions :

 Hesolved, That we deem Lhe recent
action of the School Board, by which
all religious services are excluded, as
unwise and damaging to our school
interests, and that we respectfully yet
earnestly ask that its action be rescin-
ded and its 0 ons arrested.

% Resolved, That the Kevs. E. Bock-
ingham H. Bimhuazh and S.Gorman
be s Committee to present the above
resolution to the Board of the Bchools
of Canton. E. Buckisaraan, Ch'n.

C. ScavLzE, Secretary.”

CANTON, Sept. 23, 1868.

The p ings of the Board at
the same meeting were such that on
motion of Mr. Louis Schasfer the fol-
lowing resolution was unanimously
adopted on the subject:

- That we most respectfal-
iy solicit the Committee of the Pro-
testant clergy of this city, Revs. E.
Buckingham, 8. Gorman and H.
Sinsabaugh, to set forth in a written
address, the ressons why we, as the
Board of Education of the Canton
Union School District, should rescind
the rule in question and that our ac-
tion in that respect be reconsidered
gnd its operation arrested.”

On October 13th, 1868, the Chairman
of the Committee of the Protestant
pastors of the city presented to Dr. C,
J. Geiger, President of the Board of
Education, the address of said Com-
mittee on the subject of the 17th rule,
of which the tollowing is a copy :

To the Board of Education of
the Canton Unior. School.

GENTLEMEN :(—We have felt con-
strained by a sense of our obligations
to our Master and to this community
—and by a desire that our public
schools should be conducted in such a
manner s to accomphsn the most
good—to dissent from the recent ac-
tion of your body by which all relig-
ious services are excluded from the
schools under your supervision, Wwe
wounld most respectfully but earnestly
request you to reconsider that action
and rescind the 17th rule of theschools.
Our reasons for this request are the
following :

1st. Some of the members of the
Board voted for the rule without un-
derstanding its true import and bear-
ing. They did not, when their assent
wis piven, understand that all in-
struction from the Bible was to be
prohibited in the schools. Mr. Schae-
fer, the originator and framer of the
rule, says that it was designed to, and
it does, prohibit all instruction from
the Bible in the schools.

2d. Such a rule was uncalled for. So
far as we have been able to learn, the
parents of the children who attend
the schools were satisfiled with the
manner in which they have been con-
ducted. One of your own members
has Informed us, that no one asked
the Board to make such a rule. The
Superintendent and teachers of the
schools neither demanded nor desired
such & rule.
had. We have m'-nan:mr o to knowut)mia

I ro on of the parents who
nn%a ?beglmdll%g:(n to u;ha :.I.l.;oobl:
would prefer they sho

ed each momlngl::l‘m the repeti-
of the Lord's yer and the
reading of the New Testament.

4th. Tha rule is in antagonism to
the spirit of our christian eivilization,
It is essentially unti-christian,

5th. The repetition of of the Lord’s
PTI{?‘ and the of aportion of
the New Testament at the opening of
the schools each morning, can reault
in no injury to either teachers or
scholars; on thecontrary the influence
will be most salutary upon both.—
Such rellgious exercises will tend to
Bmpan e mind of the teacher for

is responsible work. Th will

uicken his sense of responsibility.—

n any department of lite, in any
avocation, the more distinctly and
fully a man can keep betore his mind
a sense of 1he presence of God and his
accopntahility lf im, the more ear-
nest and faithful witl he he in dischar-
ging the dutles of that station, The
avocalion of a teacher I§ nol aag ex-
ception. On the contrary, of any

ling in life the sids which may
come from religious exercises, from
bringing the mind and heart into
communion with God, and in contact
with the verltiea of His word by
prayer and the reading of the Bible,
are needed, the teachers move upon
the scholars, and the {nfluence of such
religious exercises will be most sala-
tary. They will tend to make them.
more and obedlent to their
teachers, more kind to each other,
more easily governed. This has been

and most experienced and most sue-
cessful teachers. Because of the ben-
eficial influence of religious services

in gur schools upon b teachers and
u.‘h?:?lﬁn, _weugotlmt they be not
excluded from them.

the uniform testimony of the best

6th. We ask that the 17th rule be
rescinded : becavse prayer and the
reading of the Bibla In our public
schegls tend to lay the foundation of
a sound and pure morality. Wehold
that no system of morality will com-
pare with that tanght by our Divine
Savior, and which was so beauti-
fully fllustrated in His daily life
while he tabernscled smong men.—
The principles which He taught are
pure and elevating ; the rules of life
which He inculcated are excellent,
and when ecarried cut promote the
highest welfire of individuals and the
best interests of society. For this
reason we feel it important thet the
Bible should occupy a promiungnt
place in every system of educatiof;
particularly in our schools—those in
which the children of the masses are
educated., We feel 1t important to
the prosperity and perpetuity of our
Republie, that the truths and prin.
ciples and motives of our christiunity
should pe mude familiar to the chil

dren and youth of every community.
We feel it lmportant that every means
should be employed to educate the
children of the land in the seriptures ;
because such knowledge lies at the
foundation of all proper views of ob-
ligations and duty to God, and of the
reaponsibilities and duaties of our rela-
tions as men and citizens. We hold
that a sound and pure morality can
not be obtained apart from the recog-
nition of & God and of personsl re-
sponsibility to Him, and apart from
the principles taught in the sacred
geriptures. We hold that the infla-
ences of the Bible and ol prayer sre
all salutary ; so elevating, so pramo-
tive ot the happiness and truest wel-
fure of humanity, that they should be
brought to bear upon children and
vouth, everywhere, at all times, at all
points of their eduecation. We hold
that christianity should touch society
at every point; it should bea coentral
and controling element in all our sys-
tems of education, in all the machine-
ry of soeciety.

7th. We ask that the 17th rule be
rescinded ; because its existence and
enforcement will be prejudicial to the
interests of our public schools and of
our growlng eity. We feel that our
publie scheols, if all recognition of
God and His teachings are excluded
from them, will prove a curse rather
than a blessing. We feel that if itis
published to the world that all relig-
fous services are excluded from the
public schools of this city. by a rule
of the Board of Edueation ; that oor
schools are godless institutions—es
sentially infidel—that many Protest-
ant christian parents, seeking fora
home and who would be wvaluable
acressions to our population, would be
turned away from our city.

For these and other reasons which
we might urge, wo ask that the 17th
rule of the publie schools of this city
bé rescinded.

That wo may not be misundeistood,
it mav be proper to s'ate that we
don’t ask that our public schnolsshall
be placed wunder the control of aoy
denomination of christians, nor that
any sectarian Instruction shall be
given to them, nor that any child
shall becompelled to repeat the Lord’s
Prayer or read a verse from the Bible
if the parents of the child are consci-
entiously opposed to suoch religions
services In the school. All that we
ask is that there shall be wuo rule in
the schools by which religious servires
shall be excluded from them, and
that they shall ba opened each morn-
ing by the repetition of the Lord's
Prayer and the reading of & portion
of the New Testament.

Respectlully submitted,
. E. BUCKINGHEHAM,
8. GorMaN,
H, SINSABAUGH,

Committes appointed by the Pro-
testant pastors of the eity to represent
them before the Board of Eduecation.

CaxToN, O,, Oct. 7, 1868,

On the 4th of November, 1808, all
the members of the Board,in writing,
approved of Mr. Schaefer's reply be-
ing read 1o the Protestant Pastors.

On the 5th of November, 1865, at
ten o'clock, A. M., the Clerk of the
Board sent to each mem#er of the
Committes of Protestant pastors a
note.of which the following is a copy:

“Your presence is solicited at the
office of the Board of Education to
hear the reading of the reply to vour
address on thesubject of the 17th rule,
at three, PP. M., this afternoon,”

Nov. Oth, 1888,

THE REILY.

At 8 oclock, on Tharsday, Novem-
ber 6th, the Protestant Pastors met in
Mr. Schaefer's office, when he read
the following reply :

To Rev. E. Buckingham, Rev. 8. Gor-
man, Rev. H. Sinsabavgh— Commit-
tee appointed by the Protestani Pas-
fors of the eily of Canton, Ohio :
GExTLEMEN :—The Board of Edu-

cation of the Canton Upion Schools

have your communication dated the

Tth of Oectober, 1808, presented by

your chairman to the President of

our Board on the 13th of October, 65,

who laid it before us, and we have

maturely consldered its object and pe-
tition.

The flrst matters of moment pre-
sented are the character and relations
in which you come before the Board ;
and next the relations of the Board
itself, as part of the c¢ivil public insti-
tutions of the Btate of Ohio and of
this eomuiunity to you, in the charae-
ter you assume, The Board takes no
exception whatever to the munner of
your approach. You came before it
respectiully, are received with Kind
sttention, and they desire now to be
understood s meaning to treat your
memorial with the respect due to you
respectively both individually and as
ministers of various and distinet con-
gregations of religion. They mean
simply to eall your atteption to the
difference between your character and
relations and those of the Board.
Those of the Board are puablic; State,
and official ; they are Instituted by
the people of Ohiv by law levying a
general publie tax upon all persons
without distinction of Religion, or
creed, or sect, and for publie, social
and popular purposes, commeon to all
tax-paying citizens of every faith.

You Pet tion the Board as “Com-
mittae” apprinted by the Protestant
Pastors of the city, to represent them
befoie the Board of Education. Are
they, as such, dislinctly entitled to
represeniation befere this Board ?
This difference of chawcter and rela-
tions is very Important and pertinent
in its application to the prayer yon
present and the interests you repre-
sent. It sﬁgesls at once that the
Board of Educatlon, established b
public law for publle Iastruétion sue
a3 the law prescribes, laying taxes on
all persons for ebjects and uses com-
maon to all, 18 not- by law allowed to
““have respect’' to pessons' or citigens
entitled to the benefits of the Jaw in
consideration of taxation, for any rea-
son or creed, or faith or persunsion in
religion. The Board is bound to heed
your petition as a part of this eom-
mnnl:‘y of citizens of Ohlo who pay
taxes for the support of publie educa-
tion ; but they are mnot authorized to
recognize you as “ Profestan!’ or any
nther ors of the c¢ity to represent
them before the Board of Education.
You come hbefore them not in the
character of citizens and. tax-payers
asking them to do that which they
can do and must do for the common
and universal ends of all citizens and
tax-payers alike; but yon come as
“Protestant Pastors of the city 1o rep-
Tesent them before the Bogrd of F.d_rl v
“eaflon”—to "do what? To. do. that
which wounld be for private ends of

private persons, partial to special
creeds of Prlvnte&, particular churches

of & congregations of a single
lmnﬂ?;l:‘-the city.”” The Bmdgof
Eduecation is not authorized to have
any ‘-Protestant Pastors' as such, rep-
resented befere them, and they can
not lawflully make or modifly any
rules or regulations respecting the
public schools of eduoeation to favor
their private creeds of religion or
forms of worship. 1f the individuoal
Christian has the right to have his
ereed thus favored in the public
schools, so has the Jew, the Mahome-
dan, the Chinese, the Mormon, the
Peist and the Atheist; for admitting
that, socially and morally we area
Christian people, yet the body politic
of the State of Uhio has no religion
whatever, and it provides especially
only for the perfect freedom of all re-
ligions before the laws in respect to
public educaticn #s well as in resllmqt
to every other subject of civil polity.
And even If it is established, us 8 part
of itself, the Christinn Religion, yet
it has certainly not adopted either or
any of the manifold christian creeds,
and can not favor either or any of
them specially; and the Board ot
Pablic Education cannot do what the
Sovereign State itself has never as-
sumed and can never assumed and
can never assume to do as long as re-
ligious freedom exists, But granting
thut & merely temporal body politie
can establish and has established
Christianity as a part of itself that it
has a religion and that religion in
general is in its care ana jurizdiction,
yet it has ecertainly adopted no form
or ritual of even Christian Religion,
either Roman, or Greek, Catholic or
Protestant. Aund granting that itis
Christian in its character, but that it
has acknowledged no authority of a
Pope, yet it has also in like manner
acknowledged no authority of any
Protestant Bishop, Pastor, FPriast,
Preshyter, Deacon, Preacher, Teacher,
or Elder, and it prefers and favors no
Catholic or Protestunt Christian sect;
neither Romanist or Greek, of Catho-
lics, nor Presbyterian new or old
school, no Paide or Anapaide Baptist,
nor Methodist Epispocal or Protes-
tant, nor Episcopalians, nor Congre-
gationalist. nor German Lutheran,
nor any other private or public sect
or religion. And it would be utterly
unchristian, because tyrannical for

the State as u body politie, or-any of

its institutions supported by ell sects
alike, to preler either or to pass par-
tial Jaws for any religion.

For this fundamentnl reason then,
that a State, not spiritual but tempo-
ral. limited to time and having no
eternal future, could have no religion
iv itself, nataral or revealed or spirit-
ual, with eternal rewards and punish-
ment for its sanction, with nothing
but human power to enforce conform-
ity in time and belore men, and with-
out the moral power of God’s grace to
constrain the human will and reason
and conscience and conduct in the in-
ner man ; every free government has
left religion and its forms and exer-
cises free. It has not abstaided from
meddling with the religion and con-
sciences of men becanse it ignored
God, but because it feared to lay im-
pious hanas on the things of God
which were not the things of Casar.
They did not deny God or His Divine
Prerogative or Ilis Homage or His
Worship; but the Christian Fathers
of American Republies poiusly left to
God alone to tread where angels rear-
ed Lo tread on the grounds of the eler-
nal responsibililes ol the souls oft
men. They let religion to the Infi-
nite and Omniscient 4s revealed in
Himself, aud continuing tw show
himself daily in His spiritaal choreh
and ministry; they dared not attempt
to reveal Him, svho declared to Moses
even ‘‘I am that I am” or to preach
or teach of Him for they were not His
priesthood. They knew that the pure
and undefiled religion which is of
God. whichever that religion is, would
by his own omnipotence prevail, in
hisown time snd in hizs own way
without their wvain usurpation of the

province of Deity; and that if not of

God all their wits and ways could not
make it prevail though aided by eve-
ry device of evil. They omitted not
to acknowledge God, and His Old and
New Testument, by making it by law
the sign of Ilis omnipresence and the

seal of appeal to Deity for the truth of

all attestation for all who wonld swear
on the Holy Evangelists. But when
the Quaker came to the Book and
could notconscientionsly lay his hand
on it to swear at all they allowed
him and any otherlike him to ‘affirm’
to Deity with uplifted hands! They
hallowed a Sabbsth of rest, but when

the Jew came (o his appointed day of

Sabbath and could not aeccording to
his religion recognize it as bhis Sab-

hath of the Mosaic Institutes or of the

Theoeracy of Judaism, he was allow-
ed Lo open his stall of business and to
cease from labor on the day of his re-
celved dispensation! BSo in every
thing, Deity was done homage by
them, and the most homage of sll by
leaving to God the things aboye uﬁ

things which is Ged ?—the religion of

man and all its creeds and rituals and
forms! - They did not ignore God, and
suy, like the fool, *there is no God;”
but they. said becanse “God is' and
**is a spirit” He alone, not we, can do
witnh things spiritual and eternal!
His churches ave his houses-and his

ministers are apart from the affairs of

human_governigsgt;  To. bBring one
religionﬁmiolnzh&}mh!!(:‘ Sehools is
to declide Tor abk: men wiinst s ioa

a Te-

ligion, ahd’ thaf is inpions teward
God and Q}ge.l_;o. . Tehring
all religion o IheseRoole is Lo ke

le

demoniom; notet ) GF- o Znaes
merely, bul &' confoundifig of ail rea-
son, teaching, preaching, and o din-
bolizing of gil hearfs and consciences !
The public police would soon have to
bl? called in to abate the npisance of
the
public schools, then, is notsimply im-
Emtlmhle and demoralizing only,
ut it has been one of the most Sa-
tanic adv%lrsa;ies iuI the &vni;r of evan:i
gelizing the Jewish an agan An
Heathen world, bg bringing them to
the “*God with us. What more than
this, or what but this rather, makes
the Jew remsain a Jew, the Tuark re-
main & Turk, the Heathen a Heathen,
Pagan a Pagdn—ihe very fuct that
they monopolize all lustruction, from
youth up to age, for ong religion and
exclude access (0 every . truth outside
of the temples and mosques and bar
out the *light which shineth from

ublic schools. Sectarianism in

above,” so that it cannot enter inito |

the human minds subjeet to their con-
straint of  Intolerant - Yeanformity,”’
The adyocates of christianity, who
are “‘wise as serpents and harmless as
doves,” with divine wisdom say to
those afar from Cheist: *““You will'not
permit the messepgers of religion to
o to you, then come—ho! all, every

one of you, come [0 us and we. will |

teach “you Eknawledge I? Whai

kuowiedge? Languages, history,scis:

ence, ort, nsture and her laws,
leading straight'to God and

tain of divine truth on earth !
shook to prejudice and Jgnoran

Is the
cE A

|

man knowledge will carry divioe
truth home to the heads and hearts of
pupils; and the Christian who trust to
God will depend on Him and not on
his own poor means, of & worm of
earth, to divine truth faithfully,
confiding in divine truth itself to find
its own way of leading the minds and
hearts of Lthe children of men to the
gates of Heaven. Just as faithfolly

as the believing mother of Moses
made the basket of bulrushes and put
upon it the shhme and the piteh, and
used the least and the humblest see-
ond means, ns directed by. God, not
doubting that He could by one fiat
make the end of His Providence at
once, if His sovereign will chose; and
wilhout impiously asking or expect-
ing of God that He would at oncesave
her child just as she chose, the wav
which God showed tu her, toock that
way in every direction however in-
comprehensible to her and apparent-
ly ipadeqguate to the end; just as she
put the child in the little vessel of
rushes and committed the little vessel
to the river of crocodiles without a
hesitating fear, as shedoubted not and
feared not, so a believing Christian
may well trust to God his or her child
when committed to a public school of
the civilized people of Ohio. There
may be Jews and Tuorks and croco-
diles in the Nile, but God will be there
as He was with Jochebed’s ¢hild, and
He, as on the Nile, will make circm-
stance meet circumstance, event meet
event, accident accident, until infinite
voneurrences and conjunctures beyond
all human ken carry out Ilis will in
His way and time. We are beauti-
fully told by one of the most learned
and pious Christians (Henry Hunter,
D. D., of the Scotch church, London
Wall) that **diligent use of means and
the interpositions of Providence fally
with, unite, strengthen and support
each other.,”” DBaut he adds, “I love to
see a perseverance of exertion that
leaves nothing undone which is possi-
ble to be done, and a faith that holds
out as long as hope exists, After we
have done our all, muech, every thing
depends on the goodness of Heaven.
The injunction is, ‘Cast all your care
upon im, for He careth for you.”
Mark it well; it is our care, not our
work which we are encouraged to cast
upon that God who careth for us, and
who hath said, ‘I will never leave
thee nor forsake thee.” All the work
the Board of Eduention can do is
to make the public schools of Canton,
as to the subject of religion and poli-
tics what the 17th rule makes them :

1. It takes the pargats and goard-
ians of the scholars and the scholars
themselves, of our Public Schools, as
it fln ds them and as the laws of Ohio
wolerates them in the same social com-
puct: composed of many difftrent
sects;, denomunations and creads, con-
flicting with each other in opinion
“gn Keligion and politics.™ Thisjsa
fact which cannot be denied.

2. The Board is obliged to take the
law as it was made, in reference te
this condition of society, divided and
conflicting in itself on these tenderand
important. subjects ; and its adminis-
tration of the law must be in con-
formity to the law Iitself. This will
hardly be controverted,

3. The intention of the law itself is
to be impartial to all men and eclasses
of men. It admits the ehildren of all,
and excludes none. It prefers the

no one creed or profession of any party
of religion or politics, It mears to
forbid conflicts in the schools of use-
ful knowledge, and 50 to enlighten all
as to harmonize the differences by the
teaching of better things, and by ena-
bling all, each for himself, the better
to judge of the truths rud errors about
which men differ and strive, to bring
all into close association and sympa-
thy and to make them understand
and love each other beiter, and thus
promote “peace and good will’”’ among
all men 1n the purest christian spirit-
ual sense,

4, Approviog of this wiseand chris-
tian-like policy, and oboliged by its
positive prescriptions and necessarily
implied enactments, this Board con-
formed to the letter and spirit of the
law by throwing away every bone of
contention, controversy and conflict
outside of the school room. It did
not expel religion or free political
opinion from the schools, but, on the
contrary, allows both to remain free,
to agree or disagree; it forbids simply
the jargon of disagreement on these
disturbing toplies, which, if allowed,
would destroy the schools. But—

5. It enjoins and enforces every
mor4l precept and principle, with the
due regard of religions freedom, and
this they humbly believe conforms
fully to the laws of Christ, as well as
to the laws of the State of Ohio.

This is what the Board has done
and for the reasons stated. You, gen-
tlemen, now dissent. What are your
objections, and upon what grounds do
they rest?

First: You say all religious services
are excluded from the schools onder
our supervision.

Gentlemen, what are *‘religious ser-
yices?"!

We humbly admit that the teach-
ing of youth s a religious service. It
serves God by serving the children of
men with the knowledge to serye Him
What do you mean by *‘religioussery-
ices? The teaching of the doctrines
of faith, tenets and creed Y—the forms
of worship? Weare not authorized
to teach the true fuith or the true
form. We attempt only to regulate
the teaching of the true moral pre-
cepts and examples and principles by
which pupils are to be governed on
earth—not in any other way to fit
them for Heaven. 1f we apprehend
truly, this itself is the service of God
Crevds and forms only are left to the
freedom of eyery will and conscience
by law beyond our control, and which
ought to be left independens of all hu-
man control.  What do you getine to
be religious services ¥ The Board is
iuformed that you three gentlemen,
one ol the Methodist and one of the
Presbyterian, one of the Baptist, one
ot the Methodist and one of the Ger-
man Lutheran chureh, all Protestant,
but dlssgreeinF about religion and
“religious services” among ourselves,
Do you agree in definipg what is
“religious” and then what s “‘rell-
gious services?' We would gladly
gratify all three of your Committee
and all four of your constituents.

What shall be ordered 40 be taught
and in what form as *‘religious serv-
ices ¥"'  Would you three for the four
agree among yourselves? Grant you
would, would you represent ail the
other sects and forms of religion? Do
you say, “Oh yes, we would agree to
certain essentials, common to all who
confess Christ and profess Christian
Heligion.” 'What are essentials?—

This, eyven among yourselves, can you
agree upon 2. -
To your first objection, then, we re-
ply that the- 17th rule does not ex-
clade ‘rellgious services’' which are
sach indeed ; but ouly such as men

ati | differ about who have speclal but no
is foun. preferred creed under the law.

2 In the next place you undertake
to scaire the voters of members of

bigotry and previotus training a bet- | this Board. By whatsuthorlty ? You

ter and suver. way, b,

suddenly shed- | are not its supervisors and no report

ding a fulk flood of light upon eyes |'is authorized to be made to you,either

that can’s bear its rays¥
hear more than pa

Can babgs | of the action of the Board or any
for feod ¥ Shall | member thereof, or of his motives er
the requirements o full “*conformity® “meaning of action
at once be

and neither the

permitted to drive away | Hoard nor ils individual members are

those .who shiould be led and not driv- | st 211 accountable to you as Pastors.—
‘e to ihe truth 2. Tha teacher; the| You casiasevere reflection upon some

loving and the patient christian, wiil | of The members of

the board when

be grateiul for any, the least opportu- | you say some of them voted for the

nity‘of whispering instruction gently

snd to have the unlnstriocted just near
at hand, close, vy example to teach,
and where the acvidents even of hu-

17th Rule ‘fwithobt indérdstanding its
true Import and meaning.” Was this

information ob _o&i‘trom them ? —
How? Each m;ﬁ‘g&r sl full oppor-

devotees, or followers, or partizans of

every type of
Episcopalians gave way and conceded

dox charcfies united with Eplecopu=
lisus in claiming an establishment of

tunity to undersiand. Did they or
either of them confess to you? Did
they authorize you to divulge their
confession? You are Protesiants,—
this like auy thing else than  Protest-
ant. If Catholics, then the rules of
the Confessional have not been follow-
ed. Now this commen , is not to
reproace you with inquisition or in-
trusion even upon the personal or
official affuirs of the Board, but to
call your attention tothe control it
attempts to exert over Pablic Educa-
tion, You look to see whether “Re-
liglous services’ are allowed; and if
you had official or religious control
would not you and each of youa see
stricily to it that ** Religious services
were performed according to youwr
understanding of what true Religion
is and of what the only proper forms
of service are? And when you three
Pastors representing the four Protest-
ant churches of the city come to dis-
cuss that issue would you, could you
agree among yourselves?

You might agree to the Rule that
prevailed before the enactment of the
17th Rule and up to the year 1888:—
That the Lord’s Prayer and a reading
of a chapter out of the New Testa-
ment should open the exercises ¢ f the
different departments of the schools.
But there sit beside your children the
children of Jsrael, who do not ae-
knowledge Christ to be the Mesiah
nor the New Testament to be a Rev.
elation at all from Jehovah.

Are their Rabbies to appear aud to
be regreaenl.ed by a committe from
some Synagogue protesting that the
Mesiah has not yet come and that
they should not be called on to pray
the prayer taught by one they ecalla
Pretender, or to have the Testament
of an Imnpostor, in thelir bellef whom
their fathera crucified as a Traitor Lo
God unworthy to be a Teacher of
men ? This would make the Jews
retire from the Public to their own
Teachers, and burthen them with the
double tax of public and private
schools, Is that what the laws of
Ohio meant to allow? Did they not
mean rather to Imitate Christ and to
draw Jew and Gentile together [or
common instruction? )

i. But your second objection goes
farther. Noune of the members of Lhe
Board understood that all instructions
from the Bible was to be prohibited
in the Schools, But grant for the
argument, what 1s not troe is fact,that
all [nstruction from the Bible was
meant to be prohibited. What i3
your sense of ‘*instruction fiom the
Bible ? Does it mean reading simYly
trom the Bible? No. If{ means in-
terpretation, teaching of the true text
and theaning of the Text of Scripture.
You come first to the letter and spirit
of the Old Testament. Would the
Jews have you teach any other Text
or meaning of the Prophels than
their received version and commentsa-
ry authorized and would Christians
hayo you teach any other than *Christ
crucified,’ to the Jews a stumbling
bloek and to the Greeks foolishness?
Do you say: ‘“*Aye, Christ must be
preached and taught to all men at all
hazards, sod if his name and prayer
and testament drives out the Jews,
then let them goeut.” If driven out
from the schools, then the Jews must
not be taxed surely. Bat drive them
out, what then? 1Itis a school for
christians only do you say? Christ-
ians only then should be taxed for
their support. Do you say agreed;
rather than not have Christ—not de-
nied but not acknowledged ¥ Supposs
this to be the rule of law, what then ?
Do you say the schools are for all
Christians? Let us see than whether
the reading or the instruction from
the Bible would suit all or any two
sects. The first chapter of the New
Testament tells of the Birth of Christ,
ot His generation and incarnation. It
must be interpreted. What christian
must tell the mystery of the “wond-
rous tale’’ which the “morning star
took up?”? You read about this ser-
mon on the Mount. Oh! how variant
from and adverse to all that human
nature ever knew or worshipped—be-
fore in any idea or form as wisdom
and,virtue! What does this plain
and simple yet comprehending Di-
yvinity mean? Nonesaysthe Catholic
ecan or shall tell you truly but St
Peter and his canonized successors.
He aslone and his church of the Apos-
tles ean interpret and no other inter-
preter is anthorized or allowed, and
private interpretation is forbidden.
You come to secraments and ceremo-
nials, especially the Eucharist. Is the
bread and wine verily “Bodv and
Blood 7 Who shall interpret? To
the Communion of Saints to the pray-
ers of patron saints—to the symbolie
worship of images—io the infinite
and vital questions of eternal full
salvation and of Purgatory—to the
Confessional- to Absolation of Sin, in
a word,*every chapter,verse and Text
taps the *drum eclesiastic'’ of embit
tered controversy between Catholie
and Protestant, Who shall have the
interpreter and teach the school?
You are Protestant Pastors and you
will doubtless claim that the Protes-
tant interpreter shall of course. If
he alone is to teach, or give instruc-
tion, the Cathelic will be driven cut
and must not be taxed, for he must
not be taxed to pay for sbusing his
craed, bhis fnith, his forms, his worship,
his sense of seripture, the denial of
his only one true church. The teach-
er belng Protestant,which Protestant?
Protestantsare greatly divided. There
are first, Protestauts from the church
of Rome, Calvin and Luther and
Melancthon and their eompeers pro-
testing against the ‘religious services®
of Popes and Cardinals and Councils
& Prelates, They did not protest

nst the true Apostolic Religion of
Itome or Consiantinople ; they protes-
ted only against the abuses of the
Church Militant. They became sects
on the European Continent #nd won
from Rome the German Empire of
Religion. The Reformation, not the
New-formation ot the church of Rome,
progressed to theisle of the Ocean,
and fook the church in Great Britain
froma Pope and handed over the
keys of Peter to the Blue Beard (y-
rant, Henrythe 8th of En gland. The
abuses of his Popeship soon raised up
Covenanter and Congregationalist,and
Quakerand Pr&bf terian and Baptist,
and Methodist Protesiants, whose
thunders uttered against the Cathe-
dral of St. Paul at London from the
trumpets of such as John Knox and
Whitfleld and Wesley, were as loud
and crushing as those of the Reform-
ers on the Continent agninst St. Peters
at Rome ! 'The Romish Church was
not more denounced by Calvin, than
the Episcopacy and Prelacy of the
Church of England were reviled by
the Reformers fn Great Britain. The
English Episcopal church was ipartl:,r,
especially in the State of Virginia,
established in the Colony. “The Re-
D e G

piscopacy pro i
vine and sole authority with a burn-
lnf bright zeal which consumed some
things in Religion and religious in-
struction which were good and whole-
some to tha gouls of meun, An Epis-
copacy or Prelacy, a church establish-

ed by the Body Politie called the
State, was an gsbomiInation to freedom
of econscience and Religion,

No sect

was morg prominent, traly progres-

sive and aggressive on this ;mﬁt thun

the sincere selfdenying Baptists of
mimersion.  When

that they were not entitled to eoxclo.

give church establishment, bat clrim-
ed exclusive establishment of church

Religion ; aud when all eother ortho-

United Christian Churches by the

g m Of’.’.lﬂl .

State, the Baptists alone %dwmaarved
the savor of their salt of ous
Liberty, and coutended boldly, un-
compromisingly and lelf—aacriﬂcfngly
for the spirltual ki m of Christ, as
having nothing to with the tem-
poral power of Caesur or of human

vernment. They f::ﬁht the 1
ﬁ?;m of Religious F om and the
rights of conscience, and of private
Jual nt in the matters of Heligion
and of moral law, and of Divine
worship. They protested against all
types to support any one faith or ereed
or ministry of any one religion. They
appointed a Committee which con-
tinued its labors for thirty yearsto
overthrow Episcopacy and the Divine
right ot Ministry and of Church es-
lishment by State to make men
conform to one religion., They never
rested nor relaxed until they over-
threw the Temporal Hierarchy. Their
impetus was such, in opposition to

men belong to one or auother pro-
fessed religion, that they so pressed

and of sparing sacred things as to
make *horse froughs of the baptismal
fonts of the established Episcopal
church.” They enlisted men of high
and low degree and marshalled into
their service no less leaders of men
than such as Patrick Henry, '"homas
Jefferson and James Madison. Henr
ve way and the Baptists defeated
im in the County of Hanover, Mad-

Declaration of Independence sfood
statute of religions i

ia, the authorship of
to be inscribed

of Virgin-
which he willed

Church of Rome be the interpretor o

true Baptist of Revolutionary
ican Liberty, he is for glgte

better than a Roman Cuatholie and it

Publie Schools? No, exclaim ever

he is for the Westminister Catechisms,
Election, and

for the schools of Oh
{or in some gssential
divided from us all!

0o? No, 8a
particular

and the interpretation of scriptures

ought to be the last to

all men were eatitled to the freedom
of conscience and religion!

without offendine all the rest.
uncalled for.™

have been told by one of our own members,

Board now informs you that
the rule.

yoursclyes but for all who Lave not moved;
and not one to express what

“nol demanded nor desired,”

tho Iaw,

o the schools.”

these in this community are P

the Slate of Ohio were of thelr persuasion
and belief in Religion and Politics; but they

not of & majority only on  ques-
tlons of (his kind, must be respected equally
Lefore the law, because all arg equally alike

reasons which in part decide, the Board to
sdbere to the rule sod its sirict enforcement,
You clearly show that you deem it your du-
1y as P’mstors to interpose In  the matter of
public education touching  religion. You
haye looked to the voles and understanding
of “some of the members of the Board.”—
You have by name mentioned one of the
members, and have learmned that he was “the
originator and founder of the rule;" you
have undertaken to report his design in
founding the rule; you lave canvassed  the
sentiments of parents respecting the former
rule prior to the 17th; you report informa-
tion derived from one of the members as to
what bus not been nsked for; wou have
found out that the Buperintendent and
Tenchers of the schools neither demanded
not desired snch 8 rule as the 17th; and you
haye reason to know what & large propriion
of the parents who send their to the
schools would prefer, " Now, gentlemen,
this algo shows that you have been watchful
sctive, busy, "'We don't apply this in any
sensze of the word pragmatical, but in the
sense that you lave felt, from pure and
ious motives,doubtless such o desp nterest
n promoting®the religion of I.hae‘lg'oluu.nt
Pastors of the city, tha your church duties
veritably required you to look after the pub-
lic schools—that is all, and that is enough
for the argument on the Tth rule.  Why do
you, as Protestant Pastors, make this a part
of pastdral duty § Isitnot to baVe yoor
n prevail in the I.mkiu; of the
schoolsf Do yon say nof  “We don’t ask
that oar publie schools shall be placed under
the control of any denomination of ¢
tians, northat any sectarian instroction shull
‘be given to them,” This you dosay, bt
when anniyzed does what you say express s
practical whﬂ If it is possible 10 have
religions teacher in our public schools " with-
outhis being ‘of some ‘one or ather depomi,
pation—not of chrstinns, forthe luw of &il-
ucation iy not confined to them—but_ of ‘ro.
ligion. Bt confine it to christimad ' witl-
out his being of sgome one or other’ denomi-

nation of chritians, If he'id snd has the

reading and *'interprétation OE Beriptures,
then Lie has the contral for his denomination
of christions of religions idstruetion in' the
school. ' But yoit say this Tnetraction 1§ not
to be “sscterian.™ ' TWhat isscctarian, (there

But you say you don't mesn n beolaran’ ‘1
siructor. Bat you expressly sy “‘s
instruction.” The Doard humbly:
hend that if the instructor is i
also'the instroction will syrely
]\ﬁ;mﬂlyso-ym‘ dy uldig
structipn is at.all constesingd, as you fre by
of” Iy bligations iq his-Masier.
and to his community.,” Ho must presch
Chirlst and his doctrines as be  apprehends

.

E; iaeognlhms. Presbyterians and
M&th ists who combinea to make

ison gave way and was (0r comprom-
ise ; but the immortal author of the

scripture for the schools of Ohlo ?—
No, will again say the Baptists, the
Amer-
establish-
ment, he is for tythes and temporal
power, he Is for Episcopacy and no

Episcopalian, Baptist and Methodist,

Perseverance of the
Saints ! shall & Methodist be inter.

reter? Nosay all, he is an Armen-
ian, a free will dissenter and he is not
orthodox. Shalla German Latheran,
theo, read and lntarfret. Holy Writ

e 18
Bhall the Bap-
tist then he the arbiter of the mullng o

No, will say all, and some will say he
claim such a
pre-eminence over religious rites, as
ho was tho first and foremost and
most feithful to the end of all those th
who iu Armenia defended the rights | '°
of conscience and of private judg-
ment, and claimed successiully that

In a
word no one Protestant sect would be
allowed to interpret seripture and in-
struet men how to do **God’s service” :

2. XYou say, Gentemen, *‘such a rule was
The Board humbly felt that
the nature of the case necessitated the ap-
plicstion of the 17th Rule. You say you

“that no one has asked the Board to make
soch & role;” and every member of the
no ong but
yourselves has asked the Board to unmaske
You alone have moved upon the
gubject and entirely out of your jurisdiction
when you assume to speak not only for

Superin-
tendent pud Teachers of the schools have
but also to
express the preferences of & jarge propor-
tion of the parents who send their children
to the achools, '{‘ll:u B::Sd of Educaﬂbmon is
charred with the dut; reaponsibility of :
muking rules aud ragt{lalinm on, this lm’por- L protesten
taut subject, and they aro obliged to obey
When that is clear they are not to
be controlled or swerved by Pasters, or by
those who have not petitioned, or by the de-
mands or desires of the Superictendent or
Teacliers of the schools, or by a large “pro-
portion of parents who send their children
A large proportion of all
r roles-
tanis, for example, and they doubtless wo'dl
prefer that all of this community and all of

are not unanimons, do not concur in the
same rﬁin’n and politics, .and the opinions
of all,

taxed. And these very reasons which you e
urge, gentlemen, for repealing the rule, are too much of these in Italy, in Spain

them. But' you reply: Herdsnot oo
strained 1o teach his peculiar tencls, bul the
general evangelical orthodox truths of chris
tianity, YWhat makes the tenets of any sect’
“peculiar,”  The holding of separate poin
‘apart from all other sects as truths,
separate poinis are held  essential, ar
enuld net be to divide the
sect i’mm_oum's.f Wonld you, 'then, omit
estential truthe of leaching becansé they
your own peculiar views 7 But .omi
because pecullar; we just eaguird what
“gvangelical” “‘orthodox™ truthe

the bridge of sigha !, What -is orthodoxi—
What evangelical !  Hoolker —SIf 1two
men tghe seripture for theic guids, and pro-
fessing to have no other gu coma to.op.
posite conclusions, it is quite elsar
neitber has & to decide that the other
is not orthodox \fﬂmnys—%
dox signifies sound .

i S dbddnn.: i evangelical,
lic countries Roman Catholics, only are es-
teemed orthodox, Inthe established ehureh
High Churchmen who-ari gen-
erally antl-Calvanistic, are: lod
orthodox, and Low Chnmh.mnnwmn
lnthuUniwdﬁmuilhn:::‘mm u.gl:

Eden says—''E is now often nsed
ns synonimons with Calvinist.” Thus, ~at
every step we are clogged by
terms and ideas in attempling to give  reli-
giovs instrucuon from the peculiar doctrines

Ht

B

beyond the bounds of holy reverence Calyinisis bolh orthodox

of some one or more congregations or
churches of christians, R is s spicl-
tual faith and dootrine, it mnot better

be lefi to the churches themselvest To

Pntnrsnnnd not to teachers of puoblic
The Providence of God and the ot

Providence would seem 8o o haye

firm by the Baptists and drew the | by making it impossible to  have or sppre.

hend or teach any religion without defining

Some wirllnl.:ls‘ faith uu:n mh.“?n you
on the tablet of his | 58y some religion must s appre-
tomb as one of his best titles to the | hended and taught. So say the Board. But
ratitude of mankind. Now shall an
Episcopallnn Protestant against the |snd

By God's churches; hy parents
anil ministers,

of the Gospel, or by mere laymen in public
atismpt

by whom 1

schools, where the &t religious teach-
ing must be the sowing of tavest That is
the question for the Board to decide. They
bave decided to lesve it wherp it belongs —
to pareots; under the guidance and splritual
discipiine of the churches of God. And
here the Board would humbly submit thes

will again require a Henry to argue | 'he burthen of “religious instruction” sho'd

the ‘-aﬁerf 'Tyt%‘suagr)lns; .g;:l P.br; never be
gain, shall a Presbyterian

the interpretor of scripture for the |Shoulders of fathers snd mothers, and guar-

imposed upon the pablio schools,
lest it be taken off the more responsible

£T8,
dians, and spiritual advisers of Lhe churches,
And to impose upon public school léschers
the mere generalities of g instroction
without its penetrating point o otical be-
lief and faith and form ul&nghf‘l:nm.in
to change the vital warmth o i for
the cold corpse of a senseless or and to
cause thoso who shoulid be the teachen of
religious truths of youth to shift thelr dwtiss
to improper hands, and to negleat their faith-
ful discharge. To prevent religious instriin-
tion, except to lepve it free to all in their

to exarr.:.lws dunm:inéotgg ovm” the religious
faith an o ils, Ihe teachemn,
. t and m?bnhdl_ot direc-

mlginm lf.;,mwhian he claimed ‘hti.lst teachers gov-
ern city, because y governed the
schools. He was no “‘Bcholastikus}”

Piends o
ing to the f of civil apd ns
dom, the teachers governed the pupils,  the
pupils in time made the people,and the peo-.
ple ruled Athens | So here; there not:
some danger of a Hierarchy, if pastors may.
ils, snd the schools the Biate
This little speck of prayer, to be sllewsd to
read the Lord’s Prayer and some passages
of scripture, and 10 give religwous instup-
e e
x in the
ly no hrgerp?hln o man's h.lnnd?;s :PP“'“M

risen and burst over the carth, old world
anil new, many times before thess

their concomitants of wrath
the yial= of controverzisl

and Stalel . And what more than
t& haye protested for

christianity # The publlc - schovls. are the

directly or indirectly should eves, for, chris-
tianity's sake, or the Stale’s sake, be united
with them. The moment the ch aeeks

State, it becomes corrupl and loses jts spiri-
tuality, and the moment a Stato or ity insti:
tutjons become controlled by a coprupt and
ambitious hicrarchy, it censes, both clvilly
and religionsly, to be free |

all goals in all history has ever been that the

nificant, that in this pious pretenve.of p =
er and scripture g, there ghould ge
Iatent if not patent danger of reverting back
‘to church establishment, 1o conformity and
to excommunication. Ifave we nol seen
in
England, Scotland, Irélapd, and in the colo-

oies of North Amerioa, now'to take the first

step back towards former tyranny.

But, gentlomen, where is (his'to stop 1—
There sro oo many, we know, who ure
ready to take np the  cry of 'Cromwellian
revolution; and -exclumn: “*The earth is
the inherntance of the salnts, and we dre the
saints,” They clainy that the  sainis shall

rule when the salnts have power to rule, 'and

they are seeking power by every device of
saintly art, If the majority hereIn this éity
are of right to dictate their evingelfcal or--
thodoxy to any end all of & nilnority who

differ from them, then this must be the ruls

for olher mujorities of » different religiop,

of opposing religion, in othe

is one univerdal christian rule which ull “ac-

cede to:  **To do unto others gs you woun!d

have them do unto you,” If a majority of

this commnunity were Mahometans, would

ou bave them read and teach the Koran
{f Jews; would you baye them diény Chrigt
in the pablie schoola? : uts
the reli
ety in the publie schools hers, are you will-

If you may

ing for the Catholics to institute their rell. '

gion in the public schools of sny .

where they have a majority 1 If hot, . w
not?  Allare taxed. Tfso, what a.
teaching of creeds, what a chequered
ogy we¢ would have'all over the!
confusion worse confounded of all’ ©
the harmany of Heaven's laws and of Héa
en’s love, Inetead of one mpy
sive, normal and tolerant systém of homani~

<
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fle= and solence supporting mljglun.'i!é' hﬁ‘-’
I I | ST

its charity ‘and’ its: eternal life? .
Englsnd has emancipated Catholics B Tre-
land, and the world, Jows everywhers, snd
even Tialy and Spain: are turning to the tol-
érance of civilization For ehristiagity's sake,
let not the institations of - North ' American
republios tura’ back 1o the!

of the State of “Olio, + 1t Qireatens

‘ea—1ihe State of Utab ! i Utalo ! i hedven
of saints! | The salutalhre & mujority %
‘anil-the sninls bhave thele Inberiiasos

full domsinton ovee it, and - Brigham

: . 3 s fi ik Loniwoty 1
ig no6 such adjectivd) is one who belongs 1o iy tho arch salnt} . et
a sect, and is meant sometimes—*‘one” whi Now; 1§ tnl%lmu wm.ﬂ“ 3 l&lﬂw,diﬂ T,
dissents from thie established chureh or roll- Hh"“"!"‘":““: *!"'G el mrede ot
gion—a sédtary.” * 1n the Int{er'sensc’ therg familion should by ‘.lmm '
is 6 sticl {hing as & “séttarinn’! 1 ‘Ohio, [WHat If » msjortty of thio. " 34

. L . . ot B ‘eoniribote tnge Y
for there & no establighed church it ORd o | 8 -
dissént from.  But I.l:-uiho?m-&ﬂ:‘u’ ov- et 34
éry religious & ek : - - s A -

ki I| that eyery morning dsd evening' Jos ‘

:Tmy ,._.,P"’"".,, .mm. g_:eu h::bl? :" m‘ Tl‘m,‘f:-- sevelation should be ‘rdalle your ohildssng 0

;%8 | beliglond  intirsetion, and
ms-m_vm-awwﬂ»

boisectaring | BMORE
. o
sb eay ihe Bogrd,df the io- | B9

v,
i:rn'mllim-n as theirs? 2
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snd ‘evangels

evangelical and ortho- -
tho

of a cloud black with tronbles which has,
What is it but the beginning again of .estab- .
lished church and of conformity with all,

rsial Divinity ? . What
is it but the beginaing of A union of Church.
m LB,
has ever defiled {he earthly garments of |
State., Bchoals and the churches inno form |

temporal power and control by union with |

The worst of »
hieravcliies. Tt is not sp stringe as it Is pig.

glon of the prolestant pastors, of the 2

grand, eomprehen- -

sy
intolerange t 0

Stales——one’ prrticulnr]y—now boutd: o
chalni af‘arror s gulling” ‘1o : e
“gny chalos bibding victhns i Cepirdl - -

b
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